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SENATE BI LL 6403

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Goi ngs, Wod, Haugen and Rasnmussen

Read first tinme 01/20/98. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to statutes authorizing the Wshington state
patrol ; anmendi ng RCW 43. 43. 010, 43.43.020, 43.43.330, and 43.43. 350;
addi ng a new section to chapter 43.43 RCW and repealing RCW43. 43. 370
and 43. 43. 380.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA43.43.010 and 1965 ¢ 8 s 43.43. 010 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

There shall be a departnment of state governnent known as the
"Washi ngton state patrol." The chief thereof shall be known as the
chief of the Washington state patrol ((;—and—renrbers—thereef—shall—be

knewn—as—\Washingten—statepatrel—efitecers)).

Sec. 2. RCWA43.43.020 and 1983 ¢ 144 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The governor, with the advice and consent of the senate, shal
appoi nt the chief of the Washington state patrol, determ ne ((h+s)) the
chief’s conpensation, and may renove ((h+#¥ ) the chief at wll.

(2) The departnent of the WAshi ngton state patrol will be organi zed
into bureaus that pronote efficient and effective performnce of the
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duties the departnent is charged by statute to admnister. The
departnent’s budget structure will mat ch t he departnent’s
organi zati onal structure.

(3)(a) The chief shall appoint ((a—sufferent—nunrber—of—conpetent
persens—to—act—as)) Washington state patrol officers, nmay renpve them
for cause, as provided in this chapter, and shall nake pronotiona
appoi ntnent s, ((determnetheir—econrpensat+on—and-definetheir+ankand
dutt+es;-)) as hereinafter provided.

(b) The chief may appoint an assistant chief, and up to four bureau
commander s.

(c) The chief may appoint staff or technical officers as the chief
deens necessary for the efficient operation of the departnent, and
assign the rank the chief deens necessary for the position for the
duration of the assignnent. Staff or technical officers without |line
conmmand assignnent and whose duties are of a special or technica
nature will hold their staff or technical ranks on a continuing
probationary basis; however, staff or technical officers, if otherw se
eligible, shall not be prevented from taking the line pronotion
exam nations, and qualifying for pronotion whenever the exam nations
may be hel d. If a staff or technical officer returns to the line
operations, the officer will return in the rank that the officer holds
in the line command, unless pronpted to a higher rank through
exam nation and appointnment as provided in this chapter.

(d) The assistant chief, the four bureau conmanders, and the staff
and technical officers may be returned to their respective ranks at the
time their appointnents end, as determ ned by the chief.

(e) Conmm ssioned officer pay schedules will include speciality pay
and wil|l be updated whenever there is a conpensation change.

(4) The chief may appoint adm nistrative staff as nmay be necessary
for the general admnistration of the departnent in accordance wth
chapter 41.06 RCW

(5) The chief may appoi nt enpl oyees of the WAshi ngton state patrol
to serve as special deputies, with such restricted police authority as
the chief shall designate as bei ng necessary and consistent with their
assignnment to duty. Such appointnent and conferral of authority shal
not qualify said enployees for nenbership in the Washington state
patrol retirenent system nor shall it grant tenure of office as a
regul ar officer of the Washington state patrol.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The state patrol nmay provide traffic services, including fatal
i njury acci dent investigation, and energency call response, to counties
as agreed upon by contract under chapter 39.34 RCW The actual tine
spent on the contracts will be cal cul ated and reported nonthly to the
of fice of financial managenent and the legislature. The state patrol
may require reinbursenent from a county for additional services
request ed.

Sec. 4. RCWA43.43.330 and 1993 ¢ 155 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Appropri ate exam nations shall be conducted for the pronotion of
comm ssioned patrol officers to the rank of sergeant ((and)),.
|ieutenant, and captain. The exam nations shall be prepared and
conducted under the supervision of the chief of the Washington state
patrol, who shall cause at least thirty days witten notice thereof to
be given to all patrol officers eligible for such exam nations. The
witten notice shall specify the expected type of exam nation and
relative weights to be assigned if a conbination of tests is to be
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used. Exam nations shall be given once every two years, or whenever
the eligible |list beconmes exhausted as the case may be. After the
gi ving of each such exam nation a new eligible list shall be conpiled

replacing any existing eligible list for such rank. Only grades
attained in the | ast examnation given for a particular rank shall be
used in conpiling each eligible list therefor. The chief, or in

((hts)) the chief’s discretion a commttee of three individuals
appointed by ((ht#)) the chief, shall prepare and conduct the
exam nations, and thereafter grade and eval uate themin accordance with
the follow ng provisions, or factors: For pronotion to the rank of
sergeant ((er)), lieutenant, or captain, the exam nation shall consi st
of one or nore of the follow ng conponents: (1) Oral exam nation; (2)
witten examnation; (3) service rating; (4) personnel record; (5)
assessnment center or other valid tests that neasures the skills,
know edge, and qualities needed to performthese jobs. A cutoff score
may be set for each testing conponent that allows only those scoring
above the cutoff on one conponent to proceed to take a subsequent
conponent .

Sec. 5. RCWA43.43.350 and 1969 ex.s. ¢ 20 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Eligibility for exam nation or pronotion shall be determ ned as
fol |l ows:

Patrol officers with one year of probationary experience, in
addition to three years experience as a regular patrolman, shall be
eligible for exam nation for the rank of sergeant; patrol officers with
one year of probationary experience in the rank of sergeant, in
addition to two years as a regular sergeant, shall be eligible for
exam nation for the rank of lieutenant. Patrol officers with one year
of experience in the rank of lieutenant are eligible for exam nation
for the rank of captain.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW43.43.370 and 1965 ¢ 8 s 43.43.370; and

(2) RCW43.43.380 and 1965 ¢ 8 s 43.43. 380.

~-- END ---
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